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Boiler plate QSOs & Conversational Morse Code 

Boiler plate QSOs. You may have heard this term. It refers to a series of standard exchanges 

that are common to most basic QSOs. Boiler plate QSOs provide a standard exchange 

making it easier on both parties. They are a great way to build your confidence when starting 

out in CW. They help immensely as you build your conversational QSO confidence. 

Remember your Amateur Radio practical exam? If this happened in the last 20 years you 

would have been asked to have a voice QSO – using phonetics, exchanging callsigns, basic 

information about your station, and so on. It’s really not that different with Morse Code, other 

than the short-hand that’s used. 

The information provided in this document is not exhaustive. Its purpose is to provide an 

overview of the basics to assist new CW operators to get on-air with confidence. Quite a few 

topics are covered in basic detail. There is much more reading and learning that will follow. 

Consider creating your own cheat sheet based on your experience and preferences. You 

want to develop your own style; these are guidelines. Please use them as such. Highlight 

your text to make it easy.  

You can read about Prosigns and signal reports later in this document. 

For example: 

(Responding to a CQ from VK3QB) 

CQ CQ CQ de VK3QB VK3QB VK3QB  K 

(Sometimes you’ll hear people use the [CT] prosign at the beginning of a transmission. 

However, this is not common.) 

[CT] CQ CQ CQ de VK3QB VK3QB VK3QB K 

(Usually if you respond to a CQ you simply identify yourself – you want to be sure the station 

calling CQ has heard you properly first) 

VK3QB de <Your callsign> <Your callsign> K (If conditions are poor, you might send your 

callsign three times) 

(VK3QB hears you and responds) 

<Your callsign> de VK3QB [BT] GM ES TNX FOR CALL [BT] UR RST 579 579 [BT] OP 

CHRIS CHRIS ES QTH KORUMBURRA KORUMBURRA [BT] HW CPI? [BK] 

R QSL ES TKS FER INFO [BT] UR RST 599 5NN [BT] NAME <Your name> <Your name> 

[BT] QTH <Your QTH> <Your QTH> [BT] PWR IS 1TT W 1TT W ES ANT IS VERTICAL 

VERTICAL [BT] HW? [BK] 

(More shorthand. In place of sending zero - 5 dahs - many ops will send “o” or “t” instead) 

R FB CPI ES TU <Your name> [BT] PWR HR 1TT W ES ANT IS DIPLE [BT] BTU [BK] 

QSL ES TKS FER INFO CHRIS [BT] TNX FB QSO [BT] HPE C U AGN [BT] 73 73 [AR] 

VK3QB de <Your callsign> [SK] TU dit dit 

 



When you’re ready you can consider adding more to your QSO repertoire. Here are 

some examples. Please add your own to your cheat sheet. 

(If either party wants to exchange club membership numbers it will be something like this) 

VK3QB de <Your callsign> [BT] MY FDU NR 1234 1234 [BT] QSL? [BK] 

R QSL <Your callsign> [BT] CFM UR FDU NR 1234 [BT] MY FDU NR 9085 9085 [BT] QSL? 

[BK] 

R QSL ES TKS CHRIS [BT] CFM UR 9085 9085 [BT] BTU [BK] 

(BTU - Back to you - At any stage you can indicate you wish to finish up the QSO.) 

QSL CHRIS ES TKS FER FB QSO [BT] HPE CU AGN SN ES GUD DX [BT] 73 73 ES GL 

[AR] VK3QB de <Your callsign> [SK] 73 TU E E 

R <Your callsign> de VK3QB [BT] TNX <Your name> FB QSO [BT] HPE CU AGN SN ALSO 

[BT] GUD DX ES 73 [AR] <Your callsign> de VK3QB [SK] TU GE GE E E 

(as you may have gathered, we use a lot of abbreviations. GM Good morning. GA Good 

afternoon, GE Good evening and GN Good night) 

(Thank-you has a few different abbreviations: TU, TNX, TKS) 

 

 

A few general pointers: 

There is no need to use callsigns at the beginning and end of every over. It only slows down 

the flow of QSO. Once you have established a QSO you both know who you are; there is no 

need to send callsigns at the start and end of every over. Once every 10 minutes is fine, and 

then at the end of the QSO. Some people will send callsigns at the beginning and end of 

every over; don’t feel you have to. 

Some ops, especially those from a professional background (Navy, Merchant Marine, 

Telecoms, etc), may use more formal message handling procedures. It’s up to each 

individual how they structure their QSO protocol. Some use commas (dah dah di di dah 

dah), some use the Prosign [BT]. The prosign [BT] is more commonplace these days. You 

may also hear QRU, meaning ‘I have nothing more for you’, as a way to finish up the QSO. 

Simply thank the other op for the QSO and close per your normal boiler plate QSO 

guidelines. 

Remember, you’re having a friendly QSO. Prepare yourself, create your own cheat sheet, 

and don’t be afraid to ask for repeats. And when you’re ready to finish the QSO, tie the 

ribbons in an orderly fashion. If you have your closing over written down it will make things 

much easier. 

(If you didn’t copy something correctly, just ask the other station to repeat – as you would in 

normal every-day conversation) 

R PSE UR NAME AGN? [BK] 

(If conditions are bad (eg. qrn, qrm, qsb) you may need to repeat your question) 

R UR NAME NAME AGN? ? BK or UR NAME NAME? ? [BK] 



(If conditions are particularly bad, which you should be able to ascertain by the signal report, 

consider thanking the other station for the QSO and sign off. For example) 

QSL [BT] VRY HEAVY QSB QSB [BT] TNX QSO TNX QSO [BT] HPE CU AGN [BT] 73 

73….. (and complete the QSO) 

(When passing to the other operator, if you don’t use callsigns, finish the over with BK) 

TNX FOR INFO CHRIS [BT] WHAT ANT U USING? [BK] 

(If using callsigns, finish with K) 

TNX FOR INFO BOB [BT] WHAT ANT U USING? [BT] VK9NT de VK3QB K 

Some people will use KN where they are handing back to VK9NT only. However, in practice, 

just using K is fine. (See Prosigns below) 

Some comments on Prosigns & Special Characters 

Prosigns are used as shorthand protocol in Morse Code. They are typically a concatenation 

of two characters, with no space between them. In this document a Prosign is denoted inside 

two square brackets. For example [BT]. Note some shorthand does not run the two 

characters together. 

Prosigns are usually documented with a ligating bar above them (but I don’t know how to 

create that in Word        ) 

 

[BT] A pause or a separator 

[CT] Used (rarely) to announce the beginning of a transmission. More formal for 
message handling. 

[AR] Means end of message 

[SK] Similar to AR but means end of transmission. 

[BK] Used as a break in transmission, typically when you are handing it to the other 
station without using callsigns 

K Over. Back to you, used after callsign identifications. 

KN Similar to K, but used when you want ONLY the station called to respond. Useful if 
in a net or multi-station QSO. Not really required if only two of you in QSO 

CL Use this on your last transmission to advise you are clearing the frequency – 
others are free to use the frequency. 

 

A few words on Signal Reports 

Much has been said about signal reports, and you will hear a lot of RST 599 or 5nn. (The 

letter “n” is used as shorthand for the number 9 – it’s a technique called “cut numbers”) If 

having quick exchanges with DX stations it is not uncommon for both parties to exchange 

5nn (in place of 599). Why? It aids in the quick and efficient completion of the QSO, enabling 

the rare DX station to move on and get others in the log. Rightly or wrongly, most parties in 

these scenarios are not interested in an accurate RST. They just want to get a completed 

QSO in the log. 

However, in normal garden variety QSOs it is both good practice and useful to provide 

accurate signal reports. This provides the other station with a good insight into propagation 

conditions, and also an appreciation of how well you are copying him. 



For example, it almost doesn’t matter how strong his signal is, if you are only copying him 

marginally, say readability 2 or 3, it makes sense to exchange the basics and finish the QSO. 

Whereas a signal report of 529 indicates you have good copy and that signals are weak. It 

also indicates that your noise floor is low. 

You will also hear some operators using the RSN method of reporting. 

RSN is a Morse code signal report that indicates the readability, signal strength, and noise 

strength. It's used by some radio amateurs to address the shortcomings of the RST system.  

Explanation: 

• RSN: Stands for Readability, Signal Strength, and Noise 

• Readability: How easy it is to understand the characters in a Morse code message 

• Signal Strength: How strong the signal is 

• Noise: How much noise is in the signal 

For example, an RSN report of 267 indicates that the signal strength is S6 but the noise is 

S7. Hence, Readability is R2. In many ways, this is a superior signal reporting method. It’s 

important to note that there is some subjectivity in using RSN, just as there is in RST. 

However, it’s use is not commonplace and may confuse some operators. 

On calling CQ 

You need to judge condition and also your own expectations. After confirming the frequency 

is clear with a couple of QRLs, you have a few options: 

A general CQ: In this case you are open to anyone. Be it a DX station on the other side of 

the world, or a fellow amateur on the other side of town 

CQ CQ CQ de VK3QB VK3QB VK3QB k 

(It is common practice to send a 3 x 3 per above. If the band is busy you could send 2 x 2) 

A DX CQ: In this case you are specifically looking for DX. For us in Australia and New 

Zealand this generally means we are seeking contacts with stations outside our immediate 

region. If I heard a ZL calling CQ DX I probably wouldn’t respond, unless he went 

unanswered for quite some time. But of course, this is a personal choice. We (in VK) are 

technically DX for a ZL. 

A club call: You may be chasing contacts with club members. Most common here would be 

FISTS Down Under.  

CQ CQ FDU de VK3QB VK3QB FDU K 

You could then proceed with a boiler plate QSO including the exchange of club numbers. 

A contest CQ: You will hear these nearly every weekend. 

CQ TST de VK3QB TST (quite often without the K) 

Can you reply to a contester? Of course you can – if you really need the DX in your log go 

for it. Try to make sure you know the contest exchange in advance. It might be as simple as 

a serial number, commencing at 001. In which case you would respond: 

VK3QB de <Your callsign> K 



<Your callsign> 599012 ? 

R UR 599001 TU GL K 

Everyone is happy. The contester made a QSO, and you got new DX in your log. 

The Ragchew: This is a rarely used CQ. We’d like to see it used much more. Calling CQ RC 

means the caller is looking for a ragchew, a chat…  more than a standard QSO. If your 

confidence is still a little low, you’re better off avoiding ragchews. 

CQ CQ RC de VK3QB VK3QB RC K 

 

Updates and feedback welcome. 

Version 1.0 Published 15 March 2025  Author: Chris Chapman VK3QB with input from others 

https://morsecodesessions.wordpress.com/ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://morsecodesessions.wordpress.com/

